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Abstract. The problem of the spread of slander is relevant today. Obscene language is opposed by social institutions
(church, science, education, justice), but swear words actively function in society, and individual expressions can
become phrasemes. The obscene response of the defender of the island of Zmiinyi has become widely used. This
fact has not received a scientific explanation. The purpose of the study was to identify the reasons for the positive
perception and large-scale distribution of obscene (abusive) expressions by society. The paper uses the following
methods: dialectical, interdisciplinary, inductive, comparative, analysis and synthesis, processing of reference
literature. In science, the following properties of obscene language are known: an attribute for people who want
to look special; a weapon for verbal abuse; a tool against psychological overstrain; an indicator of a person'’s
experience of stress; evidence of speech negligence of a person. In science, abusive vocabulary was not considered
relevant for expressing the civic position and personal courage of the speaker as a fact of their responsible act.
M. Bakhtin explained the act as an activity of a unique individual consciousness and called the role of intonation
important for its implementation. The obscene response of the Ukrainian defender is a verbal counteraction to
the enemy, and the refusal of captivity in conditions of threat to life testified to an act that charmed society and
caused delight. The intonation of the response (disrespectful attitude, reduced style of speech) demonstrated
the lack of fear in the Ukrainian defenders and disregard for the enemy's strength. The obscene expression of
the Ukrainian defender has become a kind of truth of life, a fact of overestimating the power of the enemy to a
worthless, pathetic, ridiculed force. In the opinion of the authors, tracing the features of mass consciousness in the
perception of information can be promising for investigating the problem of spreading profanity. Examining the
verbal reactions of society is useful for consolidating forces in overcoming the enemy
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INTRODUCTION

The concept of obscene language has synonyms: invec-
tive, offensive, vulgar, rude, taboo, profanity, cheeky, and
“reduced speech”. In common parlance, the name “bad
words” are common.

Obscene language - these are words and expres-
sions that are not usually used in public because they
go beyond the generally accepted moral norms. Most
members of society recognise that the literary language

and the language of a noble person cannot contain bad
words; profanity is opposed by the system of education,
science and justice, the church, the family, the state, etc.
However, obscene language functions in society, and
some of its samples become actively used and even an
example for admiration and imitation.

As is known, the obscene statement of the famous
Ukrainian defender of the island of Zmiinyi, with which
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he responded to the demand of the Russian invaders
from the ship “Moscow” to surrender, not just gained
publicity, but became a meme, a popular expression.
The phrase was suddenly spread in the press, replicat-
ed on big boards and visible signs; it was picked up by
high-ranking officials and immortalised with a special
postage stamp.

The phrase, which is taboo for the literary language,
has won the information space of our country for a long
period of time and spread beyond its borders (for exam-
ple, in Europe, the expression of the Ukrainian defender
is often chanted by participants in anti-war events). It
can be stated that a kind of retransmission of an in-
decent expression continues, the effect of an echo has
appeared, (in the dictionary definition, an echo - some-
thing that comes from afar; a response to something
(Dictionary of the Ukrainian language, 1973).

The phenomenon of large-scale spread and posi-
tive perception of obscene (abusive) utterance by so-
ciety has not received a scientific explanation, which
determined the relevance of this study.

The problem of profanity as a fact of language and
speech is in the circle of scientific interests of repre-
sentatives of various sciences: pedagogy, psychology,
philology, linguistics, journalism, cultural studies, law,
etc.; the studies by such authors as O. Disa, M.O. Zubryt-
ska, L. Kleputs, Yu. Kostyuk, A.l. Sayenko, L. Stavytska,
L. Struganets, L.M. Taborovets, O.B. Talko, O.V. Khrushch,
O.M. Shevchenko, AV. Shydelko are devoted to it.

Researchers are unanimous in their opinion that ob-
scene language - it is harmful,immoral, destructive,and
contrary to biblical values and serves for the “spiritual
world of darkness” (Taborovets, 2013). Obscene words
are called “a manifestation of ignorance, illiteracy, low
cultural level” (Khrushch, 2021), “vocabulary of people
of low qualification” (Stavytska, 2008), which arose in
the circle of representatives of the antisocial stratum
and is acceptable for marginals, criminals, prostitutes,
drunks, etc.

Therewith, researchers state the negative fact of
the rapid spread of abusive words in society, especially
among schoolchildren and young people. It is paradox-
ical that obscene language functions not only in every-
day life but also has gained great popularity in fiction. A
possible reason for this phenomenon, some researchers
call the desire of authors to speak on the pages of nov-
els and stories about previously unacceptable (Kleputs
& Zubrytska, 2009) as a consequence of “liberation
from the old social system, under which there was a
ban, censorship” (Stavytska, 2008).

On the one hand, as noted, obscene language can
help in reproducing “a special everyday flavour or char-
acterisation of the low cultural level of the characters
depicted in it” (Kleputs & Zubrytska, 2009) or witness
the manifestation of “democratisation, liberalisation,
globalisation of the information space” (Tavrovetska
& Shebanova, 2020), and on the other - to be used as

a convenient way to commercialise the printed word,
earning money under the guise of a liberated writing
style (Kleputs & Zubrytska, 2009).

Reduced speech is actively distributed in social
networks. Bloggers often resort to language “loose-
ness” to increase the number of subscribers and adver-
tising revenue (Tavrovetska & Shebanova, 2020). The
dominance of obscenities in communication, from the
standpoint of researchers, threatens to impoverish the
nation, increase aggression and demoralisation of so-
ciety (Shevchenko & Talko, 2017). Researchers appeal
to the authorities with demands to strengthen control
over compliance with language norms (Shevchenko, &
Talko, 2017; Shydelko, 2017; Khrushch, 2021), while le-
gal experts note the imperfection of legislation to bring
to justice persons for profanity as minor hooliganism
(Sayenko, 2017). Purpose of the study: identify the
reasons for the large-scale spread and positive public
perception of the obscene (abusive) statement of the
Ukrainian defender of the island of Zmiinyi.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In the course of this study the following scientific meth-
ods were used: dialectical method (to trace the features
of perception of the world in different epochs); analysis
and synthesis (to understand scientific trends in the in-
terpretation of obscene language); processing of refer-
ence literature (to clarify the essence of such concepts as
intonation, act, echo); deduction (to generalise thoughts
about the individual based on knowledge about the
general); interdisciplinary research (philosophical pa-
pers on literary studies for the needs of psychology).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Awareness of the reasons for the spread of obscene
language becomes available through the clarification
of its specific functions.

Taboo vocabulary can act as:

1. an invariable attribute of authority; often people
of a certain environment (athletes, soldiers, criminals)
use vulgar vocabulary in their speech to stand out, rise
above others, “in a certain sense cross the line of what
is allowed, declare their special status and the right to
act contrary to certain attitudes” (Stavytska, 2008);

2. weapons in verbal confrontation; obscene lan-
guage can cause moral damage to the addressee, re-
duce the social status of the opponent and confirm the
superiority of the one who swears (Stavytska, 2008);

3. a tool for preventing psychological overstrain;
representatives of professions associated with mental
stress or a sense of being that factually or potential-
ly lies on the verge of life and death turn to obscene
words (military, surgeons) (Stavytska, 2008);

4. stress factor; under certain conditions, a person
most often loses self-control and is able to act and talk
in a way that is not usually typical of them (Tavrovetska
& Shebanova, 2020);
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5. speech negligence; obscene language is used by

people with a low vocabulary who are not aware of the
needs of speech culture.

Negative vocabulary, as practice confirms, can be-
come relevant for expressing civic position and person-
al courage and manifest itself as a responsible act of the
speaker. In psychology, an act is defined as a conscious
action, evaluated as an act of moral self-definition of a
person in which it asserts itself as a personality — in the
attitude to another person, oneself, a group or society,
to nature in general (Shapar, 2007).

The theoretical aspect of the act was philo-
sophically justified by M. Bakhtin (2019). From his
standpoint, an act is an activity of a unique individ-
ual consciousness, which can be realised in a word,
a thought, desire, feeling, mood, vision, deed, etc.
M. Bakhtin (2019) distinguished between two manifes-
tations of human life: life as being-given and life as an
event; each of which is characterised by a certain activ-
ity: a technical or biological action - for being-given,
and an act - for life-events. Life-event is explained by
M. Bakhtin (2019) as some difficult act since “to really
be in life means to commit”, and “to live with yourself
does not mean to live for yourself, but means to be re-
sponsibly involved with yourself, to assert your forced
real non-alibi in being” (Bakhtin, 2019).

The statement of the Ukrainian defender as a ver-
bal counteraction to the enemy, refusal to surrender in
conditions of threat to life testified to an act worthy of
respect, admiration, and delight. For the manifestation
of an act from the inside and a unique being-event,
according to M. Bakhtin, the completeness of the word
is decisive, and its intonation component is no less
important than the content-semantic or visual-ex-
pressive component (Bakhtin, 2019). According to the
researcher, a spoken word cannot but be intoned since
the intonation follows from the very fact of its utter-
ance, “the word denotes an object as a certain pres-
ence, and the intonation of the speaker expresses a
value attitude to the object, desired and undesirable
in it, and this is what sets the word in motion-pro-
gress in the direction of its task, makes it a moment of
eventfulness” (Bakhtin, 2019).

As is known, intonation (from Latin intono - pro-
nounce loudly) is a set of sound speech tools that con-
vey the semantic, emotional-expressive, and modal
characters of the expression, communicative meanings,
and situational predestination, stylistic colouring of the
text, the individuality of the speaker’s expressive tech-
niques (Encyclopedia of Modern Ukraine, 2011). In lin-
guistics, emotional stylistically coloured words include
abusive and vulgar words and suggest the appropriate-
ness of their use in literary speech in cases where emo-
tional information is more important than conceptual
(rational) information (Kostyuk, 2018).

Based on the properties of intonation (Encyclopedia
of Modern Ukraine, 2011), it is possible to characterise
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the obscene expression of a Ukrainian soldier: consid-
ering the structural integrity of the statement - it is a
completed utterance; depending on the communicative
type of utterance and its varieties - this is a response;
regarding the nature of the emotional colouring of the
speech text — swear words; considering the expressive-
ness of speech - a disrespectful attitude of the speak-
er to the addressee; according to the modal-volitional
characteristics of speech - categorical; regarding the
stylistic and expressive features of the text - the official
nature of the refusal in a reduced style.

By intonation (disrespectful attitude, reduced style
of speech), the statement of the Ukrainian defender
demonstrated the lack of fear among the defenders and
their disregard for the enemy’s strength. For this study,
the idea of abusive vocabulary as a means of accusatory
assessment, as a ‘native sister of criticism and satire”, is
relevant (Kleputs & Zubrytska, 2009) as a tool for re-
thinking the threatening phenomenon that humanity
has successfully used since ancient times.

Analysing the novel by Francgois Rabelais, M. Bakh-
tin (1965) recognised obscene language as a form of
familiar and square speech and one of the components
of folk laughter culture, along with ritual and spectac-
ular actions (carnivals, square celebrations) and verbal
works. According to M. Bakhtin, the folk square carnival
culture was relevant not only for the artistic world of the
Middle Ages but also acted as the essence of life itself
as a special game phenomenon. From his standpoint, in
the Middle Ages, there were two parallel worlds: official
(church, state) and square (fun, funny, folk, festive), and
what is important, as M. Bakhtin notes, on the carnival
square, the truth of life crystallised by means of famil-
iar-square broadcasting (first-name addressing, using
the short name of the interlocutor, regardless of their
origin, official, material, family, or age qualification, and
obscene words and expressions).

In the explanation of M. Bakhtin, obscene words
served to create a free carnival atmosphere and a sec-
ond, funny aspect of the world, and the carnival world-
view helped citizens to rethink despotic and terrible
power as distorted and ridiculous. Interestingly, as the
researcher suggests, negative for speech and suitable
only for insults, modern obscenities, to a certain extent,
retain the charm, “a vague echo of experienced carnival
liberties and carnival truth” (Bakhtin, 1965). It can be
stated that in some cases abusive words can perform a
life-affirming function.

Psychology considers human genetic code, formal
patterns of behavior, on the basis of which specific
stereotypes of behavior and experiences of people of
different eras and cultures are formed. Author of the
theory of the collective unconscious, K.H. Yunh (2013)
noted the important role of the individual inherited for
the psyche and life, in the author’s opinion, “a person of
the past lives inside us”, and the collective unconscious
is able to periodically activate.
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The response of obscene language in society
showed the solidarity of Ukrainians, the general laugh-
ter of people as their acceptance of a mocking attitude
to the illusory power of the enemy army and rethinking
it from threatening to insignificant. In Ukrainian reality,
there are well-known cases when obscene words were
perceived somewhat condescendingly. As an example,
the songs of the popular singer Kuzma from the musical
group “Scriabin”can be cited, with which he vulgarly crit-
icised Putin,and listeners joined the singing and repeat-
ed those abusive words; the attitude can also be called
loyal to the well-known song addressed to the presi-
dent of Russia, which was performed at various events
after the aggression of 2014 and was perceived in soci-
ety not as swearing, but as “a reflection of the objective
opinion of the Ukrainian population” (Sayenko, 2017).

CONCLUSIONS
Thus, obscene words and expressions are a negative
phenomenon for the language, which should be avoided.
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HeueH3ypHa BianoBiab K iHAUBIAYyanbHO-BiaNoBiAaNbHUN BUNHOK

Mapig IBaHiBHa CntocapeHko

KaHnaupat Hayk i3 couianbHUX KOMYHIKaLil, CTapLunii BUKNaaay

LepxaBHui 3aknag, «[iBoeHHOYKpaiHCbKMI HaLiOHaNbHWIA NefaroriyHmii yHisepcuteT iMeHi K. [. YIUMHCbKOro»
65020, Byn. CraponoptodpaHkiBcbka, 26, M. Ofneca, YkpaiHa
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AHoTauis. [MpobneMa nowmpeHHs NMXOCNIBA aKTyasbHa AN Cy4acHOCTI. [1poTU HeLeH3ypHOi MOBM BUCTYMNAKThb
couianbHi iHCTUTYTM (UepKBa, Hayka, OCBiTa, NpaBocynns), MpoTe NalnMBi CNOBA aKTUBHO (YHKLiOHYOTb Y
CYCNiNbCTBi, @ OKpPEMi BUC/IOBU MOXYTb CTaBaTW KpMnatuMu. HelleH3sypHa BiAMNOBiAb 3aXMCHMKA OCTpOBa 3MiiHMN
CTana WuMpOoKOBXMBAHOH. Llei hakT He HabyB HayKOBOro NosiCHEHHS. MeTo foCNigKeHHs Byn0 39CyBaTH NPUYMUHU
NMO3UTUBHOIO CMAPUMHATTA | MacWTAabHOro MOLWMPEHHS CYCNiNbCTBOM HEMPUCTOMHOrO (nainvMBoro) BUCIOBY. Y
pob0Ti BUKOPUCTAHI METOAM: AiaNeKTUYHUI, MDKAUCUMMNIHAPHUIA, IHAYKTUBHUIA, MOPIBHANbHUIA, aHANI3 Ta CUHTE3,
OMnpaLoBaHHA LOBIAKOBOI NiTepaTypu. Y HayLi BiLlOMUMM € TaKi BNACTUBOCTI HELLEH3YPHOI IEKCUKK: aTpubyT ans
0Cib, AKi NparHyTb BUNSAATH 0CODBNMBMMU; 306p0st AN CNOBECHOTO BPAXXEHHS; iIHCTPYMEHT NPOTU NMCUXONOTIYHOIO
nepeHanpyXeHHs; NOKa3HMK NepexnBaHHs 0CoHOH CTpecy; CBiAYEHHS MOBHOI HeA0aN0CTi NOAUHW.Y HayLi nannuey
NEKCUKY He PO3MNAAANM K aKTyanbHY AN BUPAXKEHHS FPOMAASHCbKOI NO3MLiiTa 0COBMCTOI MY>KHOCTi MOBLS, IK PaKT
Moro BignNoBiAanbHOro BYMHKY. M. BaxTiH NOSCHMB BYMHOK SIK aKTUBHICTb HEMOBTOPHOI iHAMBIAYaNbHOI CBIAOMOCTI,
a BaXMBOK [ANS BTINEHHS BYMHKY HA3BaB PONb iHTOHaLil. HeueH3ypHa BiAMNOBiAb YKPAiHCbKOrO 3aXMCHMKA —
Lue CnoBeCcHa NpoTuAis BOpOry, @ BiAMOBA BiA, MONOHY B YMOBax 3arpo3u A9 XWUTTS 3acBigunna BuuHOK, gkuin
3a4apyBaB CyCMiNbCTBO, BUK/IMKAB 33aXBaT. I[HTOHYBAHHS BiAMNOBIAi (HEMOBAXHE CTAaBNEHHS, 3HUXKEHWUIA CTUb MOBM)
NPOLEMOHCTPYBANO BIACYTHICTb CTPAxy B YKPAIHCbKMX 3aXMCHMKIB | HEXTYBAHHS CMAM BOopora. HeueH3ypHUI BUCHIB
YKPaiHCbKOro 3aXMCHMKA CTaB CBOEPIAHOK NPABAOH XMUTTS, GAKTOM NepeoLiHKM MOTYTHOCTI BOPOra Ha HiKYEMHY,
XanworifHy, BapTy BUCMIitOBaHHA cuny. MepcnekTMBHUM ANg AOCAIAXKEHHS NpobaeMu MOWMPEHHS UXOCIBS, Ha
Halle NepekoHaHHS, MOXe CTaTW MPOCTEXeHHs 0CcobMBOCTEN MACOBOi CBiLOMOCTI Yy CNPUMAHATTI iHPopMaLii.
HocnipxeHHs BepbanbHMX peakLii CycninbCTBa KOPUCHE 419 KOHCONiAauii cun y nofonaHHi Bopora

KniouoBi cnoBa: HeueH3ypHa BiANOBiAb; 3aXMCHWMK OCTPOBA 3MIiiHWIA; BYMHOK; iHTOHALIS; FIYMAMBA OLIHKA;
CyCninbCTBO
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